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Engage middle schools in bird education 
efforts with the intent of encouraging 
increased environmental stewardship 
among youth. Special emphasis is 
placed on creating an approach that is 
readily adaptable for urban schools, 
often with underserved students who 
traditionally receive few opportunities to 
participate in environmental education 
initiatives. 
 
 
 
 

 Ensure teachers have resources to 
lead cross-curricular learning activities 
and school bird festivals. 

 Instill environmental knowledge, 
appreciation, and stewardship in our 
youth. 

 Provide service-learning opportunities 
in our communities. 

 Extend the reach of BirdCOR’s 
International Migratory Bird Day 
Festival and other educational 
programs. 
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PO Box 10562 
Rochester NY 
14610�

 
For information, 

call– (585) 223-8369 
e-mail– dsemple@birdcor.org  

visit– www.birdcor.org 
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In December 2004, BirdCOR delivered 
the first Flying WILD training nationally. 
We instruct and certify educators from 
many school districts, colleges, and 
other institutions. Our commitment calls 
for training several hundred more 
educators over a three-year period. 
 

 
Introducing a learning activity in an educator-training 
workshop at Finger Lakes Community College 

 
Teachers and nonformal educators 
implement Flying WILD in their 
classrooms and through special 
activities.  
 
"This is a lot of fun, very inexpensive, 
and a great opportunity – I strongly 
encourage anyone who can attend to 
do so!  I had a great time!" 
 
"The Educators Guide is so user 
friendly!! Having used Project WILD 
and WET resources, I am so grateful 
for a guide that includes more 
worksheets and is formatted for ease 
of use. Middle  school  level  – yay!!!" 
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Awareness of birds and their 
conservation needs easily leads to 
action projects that connect the 
curriculum to the real world. Students 
put their knowledge and ideas into 
practice by solving problems and 
helping the environment in immediate 
ways. Flying WILD inspires action, 
learning, and fun! 

 
 
BirdCOR  is a nonprofit program of the 
Genesee Valley Audubon Society 
(GVAS), a charter participant in the 
coalition and City Partner for 
Flying WILD. 
 
The mission of GVAS is to 
promote conservation of 
the environment through 
education and to advocate 
for its protection, focusing on 
birds and other wildlife in western 
New York. 
 
In 2007, as the tenth nesting season for 
Peregrine Falcons began atop the 
Kodak Office tower, GVAS assumed 
primary responsibility for the Rochester 
Falconcam which reaches the global 
internet community and brings attention 
to this wondrous resource in our city. 
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White Pelicans over Braddock Bay 

 
 
 
 
 

Meeting national and state education 
standards is an essential goal of Flying 
WILD. Instructional materials include "In 
Step With Science Standards" boxes, 
indicating specific correlations to 
National Science Education Standards. 
Learning activities make additional 
connections to Social Studies, 
Mathematics, Language Arts, Art, and 
many more subjects. Each activity 
provides an assessment section that 
suggests at least one way to evaluate 
students’ work, accomplishments, or 
performance. 

 
Flying WILD is administered nationally by the 

Council for Environmental Education. 
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 “According to the U.S. Education 
Department, only a quarter of fourth- 
and eighth-graders are proficient in 
math and 18 percent of 12th-graders 
in science.” (Democrat and Chronicle, 
“Educators and experts reversing long neglect,” 
May 12, 2006.) 

 In the Rochester area, based on 
recent analysis, fewer than 20% of 8th 
graders meet state standards in math 
and only about 50% of 9th graders 
manage to graduate in four years. 

 BirdCOR works toward changing 
these conditions through cross-
curricular and real-world learning 
experiences which are exciting for 
students and which young people see 
as relevant to their lives. 
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 David Semple – BirdCOR 
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 June Summers – Genesee Valley Audubon 

Society, Inc. 
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 Edward McCrea – Environmental Education 

& Conservation Global, Inc. 
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Laura Carey – NYS Department of  
Environmental Conservation 
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